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The Role of the Woman in the Society.

Until now, a woman fulfills an im-
portant and great task in the family life,
of which she was a champion and a star,
she also exerted a beneficial influence on
a society with the power of her intellect
and spirit, however these positive qualities
were often recognized. Due to the con-
temporary system of democratic govern-
ment, her role nowadays, has acquired an
extraordinary importance. Granting her
the right to suffrage by the leading peoples
of Europe, their ratification by the Amer-
ican federal government and individual
states which, one after another grant to the
women the right to vote on an equal level
with men, make her a great moral force,
sometimes decisive, and impose certain
obligations from which she is not allowed
to evade.

A woman fought for these rights main-
taining the sense her dignity and the needs
of society, in the conviction that only the
combination of physical strength, forti-
tude, unbending will along with the calm-
ing influences of the heart and affection,
can produce a harmonious wholeness and
relative perfection. From the ancient times
to the present day, history has given us
the names of great women from various
spheres of life and professions.

In Poland, Wanda (in folk tales), who
throws herself into the currents of the Vis-
tula river to avoid a displeasing marriage
with a German prince. Queen Jadwiga, the
zealous promoter of the Christian faith in
Lithuania, and education and science in
Poland, surrounded by an aura of sacred
memories, heroine Anna Chrzanowska in
the defense of Trebowla, and other humble
and brave wives of great leaders, fearless
patriots of our uprisings, such as Emilia
Platter and the whole legion of authors
and poets, led by Maria Konopnicka and
Eliza Orzeszkowa, show great merits and
genius of the Polish woman. Fortunately,
next to Bona Sforza, an Italian, wife of
Sigismund I, known for her intrigues and
greed, the royal court, nobility and pro-
vincials were distinguished by the relative
purity of manners and the goodness of the
Polish woman. Other nations also marked
themselves on the pages of history the
immortal names of their distinguished
women. Out of all of them, the mystical

figure of Joan of Arc emerges surrounded
by the splendor of supernatural bravery
and unbending will. France at these times
was flooded with the English army and in
danger of collapse. A sixteen-year-old vir-
gin, influenced by the heavenly revelation
of the patron saints, decided to free France
from the violence of England. She was
able to convince the government and the
king of her sacred mission, she leads the
troops, awakens in them the courage and
faith, and in a victorious march she stands
at the walls of the city of Orleans, the main
refuge of the Englishmen, acquires the
city, hence her name “Maid of Orleans”.
The scattered Englishmen retreat and the
heroic maiden culminates her victory with
the crowning of King Charles the VII as

a King of France, according to the rituals
of contemporary ceremonial in the city of
Rheims. Captured by the English under
the watchful eye of an ungrateful France,

a victim of the cunning diplomats of the
king she once saved, and by the over-
whelming power of the party, she dies in
flames in the city of Rouen on May 30th,
1431. Joan of Arc (counted among the
sacred ones) is to this day an expression of
unwavering faith, a symbol of the purest
patriotism, chivalrous bravery and inborn
clever logic, with which all her responses
were marked, despite the fact that she
could neither read nor write. Born in the
small village of Domrem, gifted with a
strong physical development, she learned
by coincidence to ride brave horses that
she obediently kept bringing water for, as
well as fencing and other chivalry, using
improvised wood weapons, so she was, in
a way, prepared for her great mission.

England prides itself with Elizabeth (its
virgin queen), whose 45-year reign from
1558 to 1603 was one of the most success-
ful in history. Balanced, progressive in
views, trained in serious sciences, she tried
to save her country from external wars
and bloody internal fights against contra-
dictory religious views in the background,
which were shaking the entire Europe at
those times.

She was also not without flaws, caused
by a feeling of personal revenge and partly
due to the politics of that time, she signed
the death sentence on Mary Stuart, her

rival, and at the end of her life the vanity
of her femininity was so ridiculous that
she kept a modest number of 3,000 dresses
in her wardrobe, as the tale claims.

Spain is represented in the person of
Isabella Castile, known as the mother of
Spain, because after settling various party
disputes and the victorious war of the
Moors, Spain became a powerful monar-
chy. Isabella held many qualities of heart
and mind, being tender in family life, pru-
dent in the administration of justice, firm
in her plans, she was also a zealous advo-
cate of Christopher Columbus’ bold plans,
to which she sacrificed her jewels, but
allowed herself to be carried away by the
vortex of religious struggles and medieval
prejudices, so that her reign presents one
of the most desperate pages in the history
of mankind, whose groans echoed deafly
against hardened hearts and the blindness
of cruel persecutors.

Sweden has her educated, eccentric
Krystyna, who in exaggerated notions
about science gave up the crown.

Women distinguished themselves in
other social spheres as well.

In America, the work “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin” by the eminent writer, Mrs. Harriet
Beecher Stowe, became a coup by adapt-
ing the minds to the abolition of black
slavery. In France, Armanda Lucile Dupin,
known under the pseudonym George
Sands, a friend of Fryderyk Chopin, an
open-minded opponent of the constrict-
ing forms of the societal system, she has
gained fame, but the brilliant Madame de
Steal enjoyed more fame and popularity.

Entire volumes could be filled with
mentions of the activities of women in al-
most any era. There were also representa-
tives of the better half of the human family
who filled their surroundings and society
with terror. Such was the predecessor and
sister of Elizabeth in England, Mary Tudor
I, who was nicknamed the bloody one. The
more terrible in France turned out to be
the hideous figure of Catherine of Medici,
regent of the time, who along with her
clique, planned and carried out the slaugh-
ter of Saint Bartolomeo in 1571 during the
wedding festivities of her daughter Margo.
She watched with cunning cruelty as the
noble guests (Huguenots) and peaceful
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citizens were murdered only because they
were of different beliefs and could, in time,
form a party against her own ambitions.

We can notice how important was
the role played by women, good or bad,
openly or through hidden intrigues in an
era in which her rights were denied, but
women were not relegated to the privilege
of succession on the basis of heredity.

The measure of shame was completed
by Tsarina Catherine II, of German origin;
coming from the modest living condi-
tions, having ascended the throne of All
Russia, she adopted the careless manners
of the court without any restraint, she
committed endless crimes, the greatest of
which was her alliance with Frederick II,
Mary Theresa, in the planned and mocked
partition of Poland, which brought eternal
shame to the infirm, devoted to Tsarina,
king Stanislaus Poniatowski, and plunged
the country into a long-term slavery. This
demonic role was played by two rulers
(although completely different from each
other) in the history of unhappy Poland at
the end of the 18th century.

The whole century and a half has
almost ended; Poland is finally rising from
the dead. What did the women achieve at
this epochal moment? They fully showed
the positive sides of their character, dedi-
cation, patriotism, and what is even more,
their efficiency in taking up positions
taken by men. Nothing could stop women
in their work of mercy, they undertook the
hardships of nurses and providers of food
with stoicism worthy of appreciation and
admiration. Among the whistling bullets
they brought aid to the wounded, comfort
to the doubters, and stood adamant next
to the fighters for the idea of freedom and
the right of nations. Our Polish women,
in the defense of Lviv, with the help of
young people and the minors, fought with
whatever weapons they had and guarded
the walls of the great city with fearless
bravery and persistence - so that only the
beautiful capital of Galicia would not fall
into enemy’s hands.
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succession on the basis of heredity.

The measure of shame was completed
by Tsarina Catherine II, of German
origin; coming from the modest living
conditions, having ascended the throne
of All Russia, she adopted the careless
manners of the court without any
restraint, she committed endless crimes,
the greatest of which was her alliance
with Frederick IT, Mary Theresa, in
the planned and mocked partition of
Poland, which brought eternal shame
to the infirm, devoted to Tsarina, king
Stanislaus Poniatowski, and plunged the
country into a long-term slavery. This
demonic role was played by two rulers
(although completely different from
each other) in the history of unhappy
Poland at the end of the 18th century.

The whole century and a half has
almost ended; Poland is finally rising
from the dead. What did the women
achieve at this epochal moment? They
fully showed the positive sides of their
character, dedication, patriotism, and
what is even more, their efficiency
in taking up positions taken by men.
Nothing could stop women in their
work of mercy, they undertook the
hardships of nurses and providers
of food with stoicism worthy of
appreciation and admiration. Among
the whistling bullets they brought aid to
the wounded, comfort to the doubters,
and stood adamant next to the fighters
for the idea of freedom and the right
of nations. Our Polish women, in the
defense of Lviv, with the help of young
people and the minors, fought with
whatever weapons they had and guarded
the walls of the great city with fearless
bravery and persistence - so that only
the beautiful capital of Galicia would
not fall into enemy’s hands.

The history will pass on to the next
generation the names of these famous
and unknown heroines. Fearless during
the hail of bullets, unwavering among
the marauding epidemics, they went
bravely in the name of God and the
Motherland to bring an aid and rescue
their dying brothers. Today, the white
eagle has spread its wings over the
liberated and emerging Poland, let us
pay tribute to the fighting warriors
and martyrs for the cause of freedom,
and humbly honor from the bottom of
our hearts those, who sacrificed their
lives in carrying out the most glorious
deed. They raised a woman’s dignity
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by showing her bravery and resilience
in moments of determination. They
paved the way for their successors to
the dignified Seym of the Republic

of Poland, so that they could, with a
prudent voice, contribute to the building
of the future Polish state. Today they
ask: a Polish woman, who grew up in
the free feoffs of American soil and live
here, what have you done and what are
you doing? What will you show in the
presence of your troubled Motherland,
in the presence of the ominous news
about mothers and babies dying from
hunger, about terrible diseases caused
by exhaustion, about tuberculosis, the
destructive germs that threaten the next
generation? Let us ask ourselves in the
secret of our hearts, whether everything
possible has been done, or whether we
gave what was due out of the abundance
of our earnings and situation. Let’s

not look back at the powerful and the
wealthy, when the general self-sacrifice
will flow again abundantly, softening
the hard hearts, and selfishness will
subside and will be awaken by the act
of generous patriotism. Let us also

fully use the rights given to us, whether
at the ballot box or in political work.
Let us bear witness to the rational
understanding of our role, supporting
the efforts of honest people, the matter
of educating young people, and more
importantly and the most difficult,

let us be able to reconcile family
responsibilities with the citizen work, so
that our role is fulfilled prudently and
honestly, demonstrating at the same
time useful service for the homeland
and the society.
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